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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ, the Alliance of Baptists, and the American Baptist Churches 

Woodside Pilgrimage
About 20 Woodsiders traveled to Montgomery, AL, last month, to visit 
the National Memorial for Peace and Justice, "the National Lynching 
Museum." This week, Dale and Robin share reflections.  

from Robin Evans —
Putting my words to paper has been fraught with procrastination… so 
many feelings, thoughts and emotions swirling around inside of me.  
Feelings sometimes contradictory, disturbing, enraging, and oppressive:  
guilt, repulsion, respect, hope, despair, fear and profound sadness.  

I needed to be uncomfortable … to hear the voices and see the videos, 
to read the words of the persons stolen from family members and sold 
into slavery, terrorized into submission by lynching, and persecuted by 
ever newly created laws and customs that perpetuated new systems of 
slavery after abolition. Slavery did not end; it evolved: in sharecropping, 
loitering statutes punishable by imprisonment, prison chain gangs, into 
Jim Crow laws, the war on drugs, and to mass incarceration and today’s 
minimum wages incapable of sustaining daily life.

We white people like to see racism as an act committed by “bad people” 
in a distinct, overt action, rather than as the pervasive, systemic, 
inescapable culture we are mired in. That allows us to feel better about 
ourselves, as though we had or have no hand in racism. But we do. In 
“Demolition means Progress,” Andrew Highsmith recounts the story 
of Flint and Genesee County in regard to urban renewal, Jim Crow 
administrative policies and white flight driven by the false narrative of 
fear. GM, Mott Foundation, corporate greed and political manipulation 
steeped in racism brought metropolitan Flint to its knees, and created — 
and then also affected — the surrounding suburbs.

W.E.B DuBois said, ”The slave went free, stood a brief moment in the 
sun, then moved back again toward slavery.” Ida B. Wells stated “The 
way to right wrongs is to turn the light of truth upon them.” 

I want to be courageous, persistent and hopeful, like some of the people 
immortalized in the EJI museum's "reflection room" who fought for 
racial justice: Mary McLeod Bethune, W.E.B. DuBois, MLK, Geronimo, 
Cesar Chavez, Harriet Tubman, the Freedom Riders. On the walls of this 
room is this quote by Mary McLeod Bethune:

If we have the courage and tenacity of our forbears,
Who stood firmly like a rock against the lash of slavery,
We shall find a way to do for our day what they did for theirs. 

I don’t want to be overcome with hopelessness and inaction after a 
period of reflection. I feel a need to wage a war of action on poverty 
and racism. 

I close with this inscription engraved on the EJI memorial walls:

For the hanged and beaten.
For the shot, drowned, and burned.

For the tortured, tormented, and terrorized.
For those abandoned by the rule of law.

With hope because hopelessness is the enemy of justice.
With courage because peace requires bravery.
With persistence because justice is a constant struggle.
With faith because we shall overcome. 

from Dale Emery —
The Legacy Museum in Montgomery walked us through many of the 
struggles and atrocities of the times during slavery of the black race, the 
lynchings and brutal treatments through the mass incarcerations which 
still exist today. I was saddened with shame and disgust. The things 
done to the black race were brutal and demeaning. Some of it seemed 
beyond belief but was true. Pictures and short videos only told part of 
the stories. I was truly moved by the many things I experienced and saw.

There is much that still needs to be done. Not to even the score, but to 
create justice and equality for all races in our country. One of the things 
that still haunts me is to know that our government sponsored and 
allowed these things and events to happen, and still today. I must say it 
is one thing to come together as peoples to bring about the equality and 
justice, but surely another to change the direction of a government that 
sponsors such inequalities and injustices. We can and do have hope, but 
have a lot of work still to be done.

At the National Museum for Peace and Justice, walking through, we 
came face to face with large steel boxes. Cut into them were the names 
and unknown names of those that were lynched. It listed the city/area 
and state where each took place. Continuing through the memorial, the 
ground gave way as the boxes moved up from the ground until they were 
hanging overhead, depicting the lynchings/hanging of the victims. 

Then, on the walls were small plaques identifying some of the events 
that were used to justify some of the lynchings. It is beyond my human 
understanding that anyone would be lynched/murdered for any of the 
events listed. The metal boxes and names were numerous; known cases 
were around 4400. 

It is surely way beyond time for this memorial to be erected. Not only as 
a memorial for the victims but as a necessity to bring to light this part of 
our history that all should be aware of and know about.

This trip was very enlightening for me and a real learning experience. 

I am glad to be a part of the fellowship and community here at Woodside 
and what it represents. 

This trip and the experience has assured me that I am in the right place 
here at Woodside.

Thanks to you all; we are enriched by your witness. — ed. 
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In Our Congregation 
Happy Birthday! Little-known fact is that Woodside Church has a 
birthday this week. Nov 2, 1853, we organized as the First Baptist 
Church of Flint: 165 years and still making waves!

Thanksgiving At Schmidts, Last Call! Adam and Jamie Schmidt 
invite you to their home if you don't have a place to be for 
Thanksgiving. If you can't get out, and would like Thanksgiving 
delivered, they'll figure that out, too. Call the church office ASAP! 
Seriously, last call. Thanksgiving is Nov. 22. 

Advent Devotionals have arrived. Advent, the season of 
preparation for Christmas, begins Dec. 1 this year. If you would like 
a booklet of daily Advent devotions, pick one up in the upstairs 
meeting room. We'll order more, if needed. We'll also order family 
advent calendars as needed. Let us know.  (As with all that we share, 
there is no cost to you.) 

"Woodside Nights," a brand-new time of fun and fellowship,  is 
Wednesday at our new place, 503 Garland Street. This is for all ages, 
all ya'll, everybody. 

Crafts! Games! Prizes! Join the fun, Wed, 6-8 pm. 

now streaming! When you can't make it to worship, you can be 
here live on Facebook: woodside church of flint. 

We are informed... Ashleigh Dietz is in Hurley Hospital, recovering 
from a car accident. Prayers, well-wishes and visits are welcome. 

"Woodside's Worth It." 
Stewardship season's Big Celebration is this Sunday, in our new 
space on Garland Street. 

At our special morning worship ("Where Hearts Lie"), 11 am, we'll 
welcome new members, Alan Ferrari, Dale Emery, Carla Pierik, Kat 
Morgan, and Anwar Jackson, and baptize Ezekiel Wilder. 

We'll get a first glance at the plans for our new space, share a potluck 
dinner and make a new banner with finger paints. We'll welcome 
our American Baptist Executive Ministers, Carol McVetty and Doug 
Harris, all the way from Chicago. 

You'll also have a chance to take home a pledge card, a way for 
you to indicate your support for Woodside in 2019. (We'll receive 
completed pledge cards in worship Nov 18.) 

Bill Smith is coordinating the potluck, so, if you haven't already, 
check in with him about what to bring. 

Community News
Sexual Trauma Support. The YWCA of Flint offers services at no 
cost to folks experiencing or living in the wake of sexual trauma. 

Sexual Assault Support Group - Tues, 11 am-12:15 pm.
Domestic Violence Aupport Group - 

Mon, 5:30-6:45 pm
Thurs, 11 am - 12:15 pm. 

Individual counseling is also available at no cost. 
More info: call 810-238-7621 or go to the YWCA, 801 S Saginaw St. 
Hours are 9a-5p M-F. 

Woodside and North End Soup Kitchen. Can you provide 
Christmas gifts for kids and their parents? Pick up an info sheet this 
Sunday, and return it and wrapped gifts to Woodside by Dec 9. Check 
the fine print: 

The info sheets will give the name, age and gender of each child in 
the family along with gift ideas. You do not have to purchase every 
item requested. Gift cards are ok for 15-17 year olds, but not younger. 
Please keep the gift amount consistent for all kids in that family. Also, 
we expect to provide each family with a $50.00 gift card. Contributions 
for the family gift cards can be made by check payable to Woodside 
with the memo “minister’s discretionary fund.”  

Micah's Table — on the side of Justice. 
Central Americans seeking asylum. Since the Hondurans formed 
a caravan in early October and headed to the US-Mexico border to 
request asylum — a completely legal thing to do — other caravans 
have formed, believing there is safety in numbers. They're not wrong. 

Pres. Trump has turned this act of asylum-seeking into a campaign 
issue, calling the immigrants an "invading horde" and sending 
thousands of troops to the border, in what we hope will not become 
an ugly military action on unarmed non-combatants. He is also 
considering action to close the border to asylum seekers, in violation 
of a 1951 international treaty, to which we are a signer. 

The migrants know it is dangerous and know they may be turned 
away. From the New York Times: "Many of the migrants are deeply 
religious, and “believe there will be a miracle, that some Moses will 
appear” to guide them, (one advocate) said. “For these people, this 
is the caravan of hope,” she said.

How bad would life have to be for you to embark on a 1,500 mile 
journey by foot, knowing military awaits you at your destination? 

US people of faith are getting involved. The National Sanctuary 
Coalition (an outreach of American Baptist and UCC congregations) 
is forming a "sanctuary caravan" of US citizens who will go to Mexico 
and accompany the migrants into the US. 

We're trying to get more info about the caravans. Meanwhile, you 
can read this about the asylum caravan; and sign up for alerts about 
the sanctuary caravan here. 

Next Week at Woodside  
Sun — all events at 503 Garland Street! 
 9:30 am Adult forum resumes
 11 am Worship, then potluck dinner. 
Tues 8 am-6 pm Wildroot
  VOTE!
Weds 6-8 pm Woodside Nights!  

@ 503 Garland
Thurs 9a-12 Care Team
Tue-Fri 10 am-2 pm Office open
Sat 9:30am-3:30pm  Covenant Assoc (UCC) 

annual meeting, 
First Cong Church, Jackson

FALL BACK an hour Saturday.

VOTE Tuesday, (or fall back even farther).
Michiganders, find your sample ballot here.

find your polling place here.  
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