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Woodside Church is a progressive Christian community 
committed to nurturing freedom, honesty and diversity,

where members and friends live Jesus’ way of social justice. 
  

a Congregation of the United Church of Christ, the Alliance of Baptists, and the American Baptist Churches 

(Woodside's former custodian, Earl Logan, is 
currently serving a federal sentence on drug 
charges. We have supported him spiritually and 
materially, and now send him our newsletter 
and worship bulletin each week. He asked if he 
could write a letter to the congregation, and we 
pledged to print it here. - ed.) 

First, I would love to say thank you, 
Woodside Church, for all that you have done 
for me through this trying time. I want to 
give a special thank you to Pastor Dr Deborah 
Conrad, Jay Cummings, Karen Eaton, Leon El-
alamin (MADE), Jerry... the list could go on 
and on, but I will settle to say thank you to 
the entire church family. 

Woodside has showed me things about giving 
back to a community that I took away from 
for years. And how giving back to people, the 
joy of that was not comparable to the things 
I took from people.

Woodside gave me a chance at a point in my 
life where I was lost, trying to find myself 
as a person. I was wondering what was my 
calling, what God has in store for me. Here 
I was, a man that was sent to prison at the 
age of 17 years old, and spent nearly 12 years 
there, to get out to have only light support 
from family and friends. I did not know what 
to do at all. But let me tell you how God is: My 
best friend who I ran the streets with, who 
changed his life as well,  Leon El-Alamin, told 
me about a job that he thought I was good 
for, hoping to keep me out of the streets. I 
thought to myself like “go for it, I can do this.” 

And two days later, I sat across from Pastor 
Dr Conrad, who was the most down to earth 
pastor I ever met. And she was swag (style), 
LOL, as us youngsters call it. I was nervous, 
but I was determined to get this job. I did 
not care if I had to shine shoes; I wanted a 
job. But my thoughts were “I have a criminal 
history, and that might hurt my chances.” 
This woman looked me in the eyes after 
about a 20-minute talk and told me I was 
hired. I wanted to jump up and down and 
hug that woman. 

But I humbled myself because I was still 
struggling with my demons in my life; as far 
as the streets, they still seemed promising 

to me. But I knew there were chances that 
(the streets) could land me back in prison, 
and GREED was challenging me to take it for 
a ride. 

At that point of time, I was 32 years old; 
and yes, I have goals, things I love to do in 
my life, and my weakness was money. That 
and being broke was a combination, because 
I would do anything to make a lot of money 
and not feel broke. This was a mindset of a 
lot of young black men; even the ones who 
don’t feel hopeless have this mindset. 

So, taking on a job as a custodian was easy. I 
felt like I could make legit money, and I did not 
mind, because I was just working for 21 cents 
a day in prison. So this was a promotion. That 
I was very much happy about. As my days 
of working, I still went through struggles. I 
found myself in the streets still, but not as 
much time there, because I had a job. I felt 
like I could do both. It was more money.  That 
was the greed that I invited in my life that 
would be my downfall. 

There were days when Pastor Dr Deborah 
Conrad would ask me to help out at the 
church during the water crisis that would 
have me really thinking about my life. I was 
involved with helping people and not seeking 
anything from it. 

The smiles I placed on people’s faces was 
heartwarming: talking to people about how 
life was for a youth in prison, the simple 
things like making a pot of coffee for the 
morning worship or church members. 
Having the support from people who barely 
knew me. I come from the north side of 
Flint, Michigan. I was never racist, but 
being around more whites than blacks was 
different. But I love people, I love to meet 
knew people, so my mind has always been 
open to new things and places. The mass 
help I was doing with the help of the church 
presented opportunities that I fell in love 
with. I had a passion to help people and my 
heart was huge on it. I saw that I have a voice 
that can help people and not destroy them. 

Learning these things about myself and 
what I can bring to the table of life was very 
exciting. Throughout these things, I still 

struggled with being 
in the streets, hoping 
my good deeds will 
outdo my bad. Well, 
that was not a bright 
idea at all, because 
I prayed to the good 
Lord and asked him 
for all the blessings 
that were coming my 
way. Here, I had a food business, a family, 
car, job, support and a host of other things, 
and I told God “if I get these things, I would 
change my ways.” Well, I broke my promise. 
And when you disobey God, he will hoist you 
up and take it all from you. 

And that’s what happened to me. I got myself 
into some serious trouble while being in the 
streets, chasing money. You see, that’s greed, 
which landed me back in prison. I know you 
can shake your heard; I’m doing the same at 
myself. But God still does not turn away from 
me. He is not done with me, so I told myself 
“you have all of me, God; I’m going to take 
this spiritual journey and trust in you.” I felt 
alone, afraid, not knowing what was next for 
me. The judge handed down a sentence of 
75 months in prison, my faith was shaken, 
because the first thing I said to God was “I’m 
helping people as well; I'm trying; why send 
me away again?” 

As my days go by, I learn more and more 
about myself, that I was not taking the time 
out to do in the free world, and my eyes are 
open to the big picture that God has painted 
for me. 

Prison saved my life. The same guys I was 
chasing money with are dead, looking at 
life sentences, and I’m here with another 
chance. God kept the people around me, like 
Leon El-alamin, Pastor Conrad, Karen Eaton, 
Jay Cummings, who did not give up on me 
when I thought I betrayed their trust and 
the world be done with me. They expressed 
their disappointment to me, but like God’s 
children, they also asked me “how can we 
help you get better?” That blew me away, 
because I was waiting to see them turn their 
backs. 
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No Woodside World Next Week
Happy Thanksgiving. 

"Woodside's Worth It." 
Stewardship season's Big Finish is this Sunday. 
We have been pondering for weeks how our church stokes our faith 
and feeds our community. This week, in worship Sunday, we'll receive 
our pledge cards for 2019, which will allow us to build a budget based 
on what we know to be true. 

Many of you also took home pledge cards from our dinner, and then 
you quite possibly received one in the mail this week. Sunday, in case 
you forget, we'll have extras! 

Sunday reminded us that we are a congregation blessed with energy, 
vision and courage. Going where the road leads will be exciting. 

You are the reason we're a strong congregation on a righteous path. 
Thank you for all that you do. 

Call to Meeting
December 9, 12:45 pm (after worship), we'll convene a congregation 
meeting to vote on our budget for 2019. If you're a voting member, 
you'll get a letter in the mail.  

Community News
Woodside and North End Soup Kitchen. Woodsider's have 
now committed to purchase gifts for all the 70 children assigned to us. 
Please read the instructions and bring the wrapped and labeled gifts 
back on time!

We also plan to provide each family with a $50-100 gift card (depending 
on the size of the family). Contributions can be made by check payable 
to Woodside, with the memo “discretionary fund."  

Monies beyond the NESK project will support other emergent needs in 
the community.  

In Our Congregation 
Winter is on the way, speaking of the discretionary fund, and with it 
comes an increase in community needs. If you’re able, the fund could 
use a general winter boost. Makes checks payable to Woodside, with 
"discretionary fund" on the memo line. Thank you! 

Advent Devotionals are available. See an usher. (As with all that we 
share, there is no cost to you.) 

We are informed... Wes and Marissa Lawton will be moving to 
Chesterfield in a few weeks, where Wes has a new job. We wish them 
well, and will miss them quite a lot. We are thankful to Wes for his 
dedication to our Sunday music! 

In Transition
Renovations in the Planning Stage. The architectural drawings are 
being developed into a full renovation plan, and we hope to decide on 
a contractor this week. 

Meanwhile, you may have read that Hoffman's Deco Deli is moving to 
Saginaw Street in two weeks. We wish them well in their new place, 
and will certainly continue to stop by for lunch! 

Advent & Christmas at Woodside
Because we have a new, wonderful, available building, our 
Advent/Christmas season will be at our new location, 503 
Garland St. 

This is only for December, and does not affect our offices! 

In January, renovations will begin, and we'll move Sundays back 
to East Street. 

Make a note of these December events: 

Dec 2 & 9:  11 am Sunday worship

Dec 16: 11 am Sunday worship, followed by making and  
  hanging of the greens, with a soup   
  and bread lunch. 

Dec 21:  6 pm "Longest Night" prayer service, because 
  sometimes hope and joy are elusive. 

Dec 23:  11 am Sunday worship, including a time to decorate 
  the worship space (and tree?). Since all our 
  stuff is in storage, we'll be asking you to bring 
  ornaments from home, so watch this space for 
  specific requests. 

Dec 24:  11 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight worship

Dec 30:  11 am Sunday worship 

Each Sunday morning, the Adult Forum will also meet at 9:30. 

My point about this all is that to learn about yourself, you need help; 
ask someone that you see to help you. Don’t let pride get in the way. 
This can save your life. 

And greed will destroy you and the people you love around you. Take 
it from me. This is not a great feeling not to be home with family. 
Love yourself. Love your brothers and sisters. Keep God first, let God 
do the driving. Be the passenger; it's not so bad in his car. He’s a great 
driver. 

To the complete Woodside Church: I want you to have a wonderful 
holiday with your family. Count your blessings; be grateful for what 
you get than what you don’t. 

Thank you. Special thanks to Deborah Conrad; thank you. I think you 
are the jazziest, down to earth pastor ever. You helped save my life. 
Little do you know, and I am forever grateful. 

To anyone in the church family who has any questions for me, I am an 
open book. Feel free to write me at this address: 

Earl D Logan #55162-039
FCI Terre Haute
PO Box 33
Terre Haute, IN 47808

It would be nice to hear and learn your story as well. Peace and 
blessings.

Earl 
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