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Woodside's Adult Forum has been reading White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo. 
The discussions have been filled with questions, confessions, disagreements, 
and commitments to both understanding and action. Knowledge is power, 
and yet participants have still wondered "What can we DO about it?" 
Woodsider Eileen Button used the iconic 12 Steps as a way of shaping her 
own thoughts about the work of racial healing. We print it here, not as a 
final word, but as a catalyst for more conversation. If you would like to share 
thoughts, please email them by any given Tuesday. The Adult Forum meets 
Sundays at 9:30 am in the board room. All are welcome. 

White Fragility: a 12-Step Program
Adapted from Alcoholics Anonymous’ 12-Step Program

1. Admit we are powerless over our racial socialization, that 
we have white privilege and are guilty of white fragility. 
Acknowledge that we receive societal benefits for being 
white and that African Americans are oppressed.

2. Believe that God created all persons equal and that racism 
is a divisive evil.

3. Make a decision to reform our thoughts, actions and 
attitudes about race. Decide to openly receive feedback, 
reflect on and work to change our behavior.

4. Make a searching and fearless inventory of our racist ways 
and upbringing.

5. Admit to God, to ourselves and (when appropriate) 
another human being, the exact nature of our wrongs.

6. Resolve to remove and reform these defects of character.

7. Ask God to remove our shortcomings and seek 
accountability from others who will not pander to us, but 
who will tell us hard truths.

8. Make a list of people we have harmed and become willing 
to make amends to them.

9. Make direct amends to individuals wherever possible, 
except when to do so would injure them or others.

10. Continue to take personal inventory and, when we are 
wrong, promptly admit it without becoming defensive.

11. Seek, through prayer, meditation and continued study, to 
improve our relationships with others and resolve to stand 
in solidarity, speaking out whenever we see injustice or 
offense.

12. Having had a spiritual and cultural awakening as the result 
of these steps, we carry this message to white people 
everywhere, practicing equality and sensitivity in all our 
affairs.

Welcome, Precious Brown!
We are so pleased to announce that Precious Brown will 
join our staff next week as Administrative Assistant. 

Precious is a Flint native and a 
graduate of Indiana Wesleyan 
University, with more than 15 years' 
experience in all the things we need 
her to be experienced in, including 
time as a church secretary. 

She is a speaker and writer, regularly 
live-streaming short seminars and 

pep talks for women starting their own businesses or 
dealing with transitions in life. You'll find her, in fact, all 
over social media. 

Beginning Tuesday, you'll find her at Woodside, 16 hours 
each week. 

We welcome her, and look forward to getting to know her. 
Stop in and say hi. Our office hours remain 10-2, Tue-Fri.

Advent & Christmas at Woodside
Advent begins this Sunday, and we'll be worshipping at our new 
place, 503 Garland. Note these seasonal events: 

Dec 2 & 9:  11 am Sunday worship

Dec 16: 11 am Sunday worship, followed by making and  
  hanging of the greens, with a soup   
  and bread lunch. 

Dec 21:  6 pm "Longest Night" prayer service, because 
  sometimes hope and joy are elusive. 

Dec 23:  11 am Sunday worship, including a time to decorate 
  the worship space (and tree?). Since all our 
  stuff is in storage, we'll be asking you to bring 
  ornaments from home, so watch this space for 
  specific requests. 

Dec 24:  11 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight worship

Dec 30:  11 am Sunday worship 

Each Sunday morning, the Adult Forum will also meet at 9:30. 
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wondering about the weather? 
Generally, we continue our policy — when Mott College is 
closed, Woodside is closed. 

But if you want to get late-breaking announcements, you 
should subscribe to our text alert service.  

We cannot add you to the list; only you can sign you up.  So 
sign up! 

Just text "Woodside" to 31996. 
Or use the link on our website: woodsidechurch.net. 

"Woodside's Worth It." 
Thank you!

These past several weeks, we've been lifting up all the ways 
that Woodside is a vital part of our lives and works to be 
a partners in community issues. We have learned that we 
matter a great deal. 

We've invited financial commitments for 2019, to help us 
transition well, and to keep our ministry and mission strong, 
and you all have come through. Thank you! 

While final pledges are being received and tallied, we are 
happy to note that 2019 looks pretty good from here. 

It's not too late to submit a pledge; just mail it, email it, or 
drop it in the offering plate. 

This is a great place to be. 

Call to Meeting
December 9, 12:45 pm (after worship), we'll convene a 
congregation meeting to vote on our budget for 2019.  

Community News
Woodside and North End Soup Kitchen. Christmas gifts 
for the North End Soup Kitchen families are due Sun, Dec 9. 
Gifts should be gift-wrapped. If you use your own individual 
gift tags, the child’s name and code number need to be on 
the tag. Place all gifts for your family in one bag (trash bags 
are fine) or one box, with the family sheet attached to the 
outside. You can also drop off your gifts at the church office 
during regular office hours. 

We also plan to provide each family with a $50-100 gift card 
(depending on the size of the family). Contributions can 
be made by check payable to Woodside, with the memo 
“discretionary fund."  

Monies beyond the NESK project will support other emergent 
needs in the community.  

Woodside Board of Directors
The Board met this week to approve a budget for 2019, which 
will go the congregation for approval Dec. 9. 

Additionally, we gave first reading to new church and 
employment policies, many of which haven't been updated 
since 2011. When these are final, they'll be available in the 
church office for anyone who is interested. 

We also had a first glance at proposed by-law revisions, which 
will come to the congregation for final approval, probably in 
late-winter. 

We meet again 5:30 pm Dec. 18. 

In Our Congregation 
Winter is on the way, speaking of the discretionary fund, 
and with it comes an increase in community needs. If you’re 
able, the fund could use a general winter boost. Make checks 
payable to Woodside, with "discretionary fund" on the memo 
line. Thank you! 

Keeping up when you cannot be here. When you can't make 
it to worship, you can "be here" almost live on Facebook: 
woodside church of flint. We won't have internet at Garland 
Street in December, so, for now, you'll have to watch the 
video after worship is actually done. Pastor Deb's sermons 
remain available in audio each week on our facebook page, 
our website, or at her blog: mendtheworld.me. 

Advent Devotionals are available. See an usher. (As with all 
that we share, there is no cost to you.) 

Worship Leadership. If you're interested in serving in 
worship as a reader, singer, usher or greeter, prayer writer or 
resource-finder, please say so! We would love everyone to be 
involved! Worship is often called "the liturgy," which is Greek 
for "the work of the people." It's all of us. How would you like 
to lead?  

We are informed... Jim Abbott is at Genesys Hospital, 
recovering from pneumonia. Ashley Dietz is rehabbing at 
Heartland Health Care Center, after a serious car accident last 
month.  

Wildroot at Woodside. Our coffee partnership is one of 
the things we love about our congregation. Please note that 
Wildroot will be at our new space for the month of December. 
Chris'll be pouring Sunday mornings, and Tuesdays 8 am–6 
pm, and maybe more. Watch this space. 

In Transition
Mundane stuff this week. We're installing some lights and 
moving in a few things we'll need in December. Making a 
plan to install our W O O D S I D E  C H U R C H  lettering on the 
building. Applying for property tax exemption. Some weeks 
aren't very exciting, after all. But we keep moving forward.


