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from the pastor

This week our hearts are broken. Doubly, if that's possible. This 
week, we've experienced the death of two faithful Woodsiders, one 
of our longest-tenured and one of our newest. 

Jim Abbott was a life-long Woodsider, baptized in the 
old chapel on East Court Street when he was a child, 
more than 50 years ago. He was a former treasurer 
and finance chair, a perpetual usher and greeter, 
making people feel welcome when they walked in the 
door, and often the one to call when an emergency 
required a key to something. 

Kat Morgan joined by Affirmation of Baptism just this year, 
November 4, All Saints Sunday, during our very first 
worship in our new Garland Street tire store. 

She participated in the adult forum, reading and 
pondering important social issues. Often the first 
to arrive and among the last to leave, she would 
help with whatever needed to be done, to help us 
worship well. 

Kat and Jim both brought light and joy to the congregation; both 
lived lives of saying yes, stepping up and helping out, finding family in 
the grace and fellowship of this congregation. Both recently joined a 
Woodside pilgrimage to Alabama, a Civil Rights retreat. or reckoning. 

In the days before death became evident, Jim talked about his 
thankfulness in knowing that he could count on Woodsiders to 
care for him, to help him tend to errands, to provide for daily needs 
during a difficult time. He felt the congregation's love. 

In our membership classes in September, Kat talked about finding 
home at Woodside, safety and comfort, when life otherwise 
wasn't all that comfortable or safe. She found it possible to be 
herself, and found unconditional love which is maddeningly scarce 
in communities of faith. She posted a photo of her membership 
certificate on her facebook page the day she joined, so happy was 
she to belong to this congregation. 

Blessed by us, they blessed us in return, in all the ways we felt loved 
and tended by them. 

We spend a lot of time being joyful here at Woodside. Righteously 
indignant, sure, but even in our political frustration and social justice   
annoyance, we find joy in being together, being on a path together. 
Part of that joy is knowing that we are able to be a place of welcome 
for others. Part of the joy is being surrounded by this community of 
grace. I cannot tell you how much that means to me; I hear from you 
that you feel it, too. 

But this week, joy is hard. 

When death happens, I often hear in my head the scriptures that are 
so common at funerals: 

Jesus said in God's mansion there are many rooms. "I'm going to 
prepare a place for you." 

John wrote in the Revelation of the new heaven and new earth, 
and how God will wipe every tear from our eyes.

Isaiah imagined a feast of rich wine and fat foods on the mountain 
of God, and death being swallowed up forever. 

The psalmist sang that God is our shepherd and we will not live in 
fear, but we will live in God's house forever. 

In these weeks of Advent, we hear other scriptures, too, especially 
my favorite, Isaiah: Comfort my people, says God; tell them that their 
war is over.... Those who wait for God shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint.

Consolation is hard to come by. Not only because we've lost Jim and 
Kat, but because of all that can get out of whack or cause us pain: 
parents and jobs and friends and relationships and broken promises 
and broken dreams. But even as we grieve, we hope. Sometimes 
walking without fainting is the most we hope for. Just being on our 
feet one more day. Such is the season of Advent.  

I know we are all over the place in imagining what life beyond 
death might look like. I am too. I personally find hope and comfort 
in a particular passage from Romans; it seems enough to me that 
"nothing can separate us from the love of God that we experience in 
Jesus." Sometimes, in my mind, that looks like death pitching us into 
an abyss, when we then we fall into the arms of God. Or walking a 
path accompanied by a most comforting presence we cannot name. 
Maybe it means our spirit joins with the One Spirit that animates us 
all, our breath becomes someone else's breath; perhaps we become 
life for someone who is struggling to breathe. But I don't know. 

I do know that I trust God. I find great comfort in knowing that we 
have each other, this community of hope and grace. Today I offer you 
this traditional prayer, which I've said for Jim and for Kat, and now 
for you, for us: 

O God, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the 
shadows lengthen and the evening comes, the busy world is hushed, 
the fever of life is over and our work is done. Then, God, in your 
mercy, grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at the last. 

Breathing, walking, hoping, falling, resting, feasting, weeping. 

With you on a journey to peace,  - pastor deb
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wondering about the weather? 
Generally, we continue our policy — when Mott College 
is closed, Woodside is closed. 

But if you want to get late-breaking announcements, 
you should subscribe to our text alert service.  

We cannot add you to the list; only you can sign you up.  
So sign up! (You can un-sign-up anytime you want.) 

Just text "Woodside" to 31996. 

Or use the link on our website: 

www.woodsidechurch.net 

In Our Congregation 
We are grieved ... Jim Abbott died Dec 7 at Genesys Hospital. A 
memorial service will be 2 pm Feb 2, Brown Funeral Home, Grand 
Blanc. Kat Morgan died Dec 11 at home. Funeral arrangements are 
pending. We keep both these families in our prayers. If you'd like to 
send a note to either family, we have addresses in the office. 

Whether to answer the phone. Some of you have gotten odd calls 
this week from a number that starts with area code 502. Some of 
you have refused to answer. We can't tell you what to do, but we do 
want to remind you that Pastor Deb's cell phone is a holdover from 
her life in Louisville, and the number begins with 502. If you'd like 
the whole number to store in your contacts, the rest is 550-1236.  

now streaming! When you can't make it to worship, you can be 
here live on Facebook: woodside church of flint. Yeah, we're having 
some internet issues, speed being a factor. If, however, you can't 
watch it live, you should be able to watch the video later. 

Adult Forum meets each Sunday morning at 9:30. Currently, 
they're working through Robin Diangelo's book "White Fragility: 
Why It's So Hard For White People To Talk About Racism." A vital, 
uncomfortable topic.

Congregation News: Need something in Woodside World? Send 
it via email by each Tuesday, subject line "woodside world." You 
don't even have to write it all out. Just jot the basics, and we'll take 
it from there. 

Wildroot @ Woodside: Find Chris and great coffee at 503 Garland, 
Tuesdays, 8 am-6 pm all month. Have a cup on us! 

In Transition
Plans near completion. This week, we'll have a final meeting with 
the contractor and architect to approve renovation plans to submit 
to the city. This will be Phase I. We expect to begin construction in 
early January, and still hope to move in by Easter (April 21, 2019). Of 
course we'll keep you posted. 

Meanwhile, please keep in mind the new 503 Fund, which, by your 
generosity, will allow us to move forward with Phases II through 
whatever. 

'Tis the Season
Christmas a-carolin.' Woodsiders (and friends!) will gather 3:30 
pm Friday, Dec 14, in the parking lot at East Street to take joy to 
some folks who can't come to us. 

A Christmas/Epiphany "pageant." 

It's more of a short drama or a long skit, but we're doing a thing 
during worship Dec 30. If you have a flair for the dramatic, or just 
feel like impersonating a shepherd, virgin, cow or angel, you're in! 
Please say yes! All ages! Check the box on the Sunday attendance 
sheet or speak with Tom Travis.   

Decorating Our Space

We're decorating in two stages, which is a common Christian 
tradition; and since all our stuff is in storage, we're doing a little 
improvisation. 

This Sunday, we'll have a "liturgy of the 
greens" at the close of worship; then, we'll 
stay after to hang them, and to decorate 
salt dough ornaments for the trees. Soup 
and Bread lunch is planned, and you're 
encouraged to stay and be part of the 
decorating and fellowship. 

Dec 23, we'll add the lights and colors, starting 
during worship, at the time of the offering. 
We'll hang the salt dough ornaments we 
painted the week before, and each person or 
family is invited to bring an ornament from 
home, if you'd like. (Please plan to leave it until 
after Decour  30 worship.)    

Our Christmas Offering Goal for 2018 is 
$1,700, and will help with transition costs. 
Envelopes are available in worship. Thank you 
for all the ways you supporting our prophetic 
witness of love and welcome. 

Advent & Christmas at Woodside
Advent continues inx our new place, 503 Garland. Note these 
seasonal events: 

Dec 16: 11 am Sunday worship, followed by making and  
  hanging of the greens, with a soup   
  and bread lunch. 

Dec 21:  6 pm "Longest Night" prayer service, because 
  sometimes hope and joy are elusive. 

Dec 23:  11 am Sunday worship, including a time to decorate 
  the worship space and trees. Details below.  

Dec 24:  11 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight worship

Dec 30:  11 am Sunday worship 

Each Sunday morning, the Adult Forum will also meet at 9:30. 


