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Woodsiders are always invited to offer reflections in this space, as we 
share wisdom and learn from one another. Dee Johnson has jotted her 
reaction to the current work of the Sunday morning adult forum. That 
group is reading two books, No Ashes in the Fire by Darnell Moore; and 
Bible, Gender, Sexuality: Reframing the Church's Debate on Same-Sex 
Relationships by James Brownson. Moore's book is a memoir of growing 
up black and gay; Brownson's book is a more academic look at scripture 
passages often used to berate, condemn and exclude LGBTQ folks from 
communities of faith. 

This week, the worldwide United Methodist Church was faced with the 
decision of whether, finally, to welcome LGBTQ folks into church leadership 
and honor same-sex marriages. Instead, that denomination voted to 
tighten prohibitions, which may lead to the split of the denomination. 
And once again, we LGBTQ folks find ourselves talked about, like we're not 
even in the room. 

Dee's essay reminds us that, just like our work for racial justice, in the 
work for justice for sexual minorities, no matter how much we think we 
know, we still have space to grow as we learn one another's stories and 
understand each other's experiences.

Thanks, Dee. If others have thoughts to share, please let us know. - ed.

Conscientious Objector 
Kat’s (Kat Morgan) story is one of struggle, journey to be herself and finding 
her home here with us at Woodside. Struggling with our loss, trying to find 
our way forward to being more supportive and understanding allies, we 
began reading two books.

No Ashes in the Fire is about a black boy who struggles with his sexuality, 
racism, sexism, poverty and his family and the religious community’s 
beliefs of what is acceptable for a black man to be. It is beautifully written, 
with an intimacy that allows you to feel, if not completely understand, his 
journey. 

His honesty about his own complicity in homophobic and sexist treatment 
of others illustrates how we all have participated in one way or another. 
He gives us permission to look at ourselves and share experiences with 
each other that we normally would not share, maybe even not admit to 
ourselves.  

I find myself struggling with the second book. I am more of a conscientious 
objector than an active participant. I have tried to read the book, but I find 
myself overwhelmed by the emotional impact of the hateful use of the bible 
as a weapon.  Not just against me as a lesbian, but as a woman.

From my perspective, this is a story of a religious man who is trying to come 
to grips with finding out his beloved son is gay. His struggle is trying to find 
a way to reconcile his love for his son with the strongly held fundamentalist 
religious belief that gay people are an abomination. 

The main thrust of the argument that God hates gays is often referred to 
as the '7 passages' against homosexuality. These passages are often hurled 
at lesbians, gay men, transgendered and just queer-looking people. This is 
usually followed by some version of ‘loving the sinner but hating the sin’, 
which is supposed to sound like some kind of forgiveness or grace.

The reality is that this ‘sin’, being a lesbian, is not something I do. It is who 
I am. I can no more stop being a lesbian, than a black person can stop 
being black. Decades ago, if one was really ‘lucky’ (straight-looking or 
light-skinned enough) you could pass. Meaning you could go out in the 
world like a ‘normal’ person, enjoying the privileges that come with being 
part of the preferred group. Passing is really just another word for living a 
lie, discounting your friends and your culture in order to gain benefit from 
a society that demonizes the ‘other’. 

If you were rich, funny, self-deprecating, or creative enough, you became 
the ‘exception,’ allowing you to participate more fully in the chosen 
group. You can participate as long as you are not blatant or radical. The 
late-seventies when Anita Bryant was demonizing gays and lesbians, the 
phrase ‘gays shouldn’t be blatant’ was just another version of hating the sin. 
Straight folks could make out in public, but if I held my girlfriend’s hand I 
was being blatant and that meant that straight folks had every right to hurl 
epithets or physically assault us.

The most radical thing I have done is to live my life fully and openly as a 
Lesbian. Refusing to change pronouns when talking about what I did last 
weekend, not hiding my lesbian books and women’s music albums when 
company came over. Sometimes living honestly came at a cost, but mostly I 
have led a privileged life. I am white, have a career and income that allows 
me to live a comfortable life. I married the love of my life after twenty-
some years in a committed relationship that included caring for each other 
during illness and family loss.

Sometimes I minimize the courage it took to live my truth and the risk 
of violence that was very real. Unfortunately, people who are identified as 
’different’ or ‘other’ are still at risk. Often it starts as words, names hurled in 
anger or to instill fear, but the risk of violence is always there. Violence is 
not always physical. The emotional scars and self-hate that can come from 
words uttered by friends, family, teachers, and religious leaders often does 
more lasting damage than a beat down by a stranger. 

I believe we are on a journey. We don’t have all the answers, but that is really 
the point. We are a group of individuals who are willing to go beyond our 
comfort zones, to speak, listen and rethink what we have come to know as 
our truth. 

- Dee Johnson
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In Our Congregation 
a little housekeeping:  If bad weather has kept you from 
worship, know that we miss you, and hope you're joining in on 
our new YouTube channel. (Thanks, Adam.) While you're away, 
please keep in mind that your pledges and offerings are as vital 
as ever. If you need an update on your giving, you can email 
Jerry, our bookkeeper.    

Speaking of YouTube: Our Woodside channel is where we post 
video recordings of each Sunday's worship. You can find it here, 
or via a link on our website here. (Consider subscribing. When 
we hit 75 subscribers, we can rename the channel to something 
we like.) 

Time Change! Second notice: Daylight Saving Time begins 
March 10, 2 am.  

Membership? Is it time? Preparation is a series of 5 sessions 
with Pastor Deb and one or more members of the Board of 
Directors, 9:30 am Sundays, beginning March 10. If you're 
ready to think about it, mark your calendar and plan to attend.

Worship Team meets 6 pm today somewhere in our East Street 
space. If this could be your thing, please join in. We're planning 
for Lent and Easter. 

The Executive Committee meets at 5:30 p.m. March 7. Please 
make a note. 

RePurposing. Some folks will remember fondly the white 
muslin curtains that once hung in the Court Street sanctuary. 
They served a vital purpose in creating community, and now, 
they are going to serve a new, also vital, purpose. The Creation 
Justice Team is sewing them into reusable grocery bags! 

If you are ready to switch from a parade of ocean-suffocating 
plastic to a cloth bag that lets the earth breathe, we have one 
with your name on it. Not literally, but you can surely paint your 
name on it. Besides paintable, they are also washable, foldable, 
stuffable, reusable. 

If you are interested, make a note on the attendance sheet on 
any Sunday in March. Supplies are limited, (because the curtains 
weren't as expansive as you might remember). When the muslin 
runs out, so do the bags, so sign up soon. 

In Our Worship
Each week, in worship, we name aloud those in need. We 
forget sometimes to update the list. Can you help us out? The 
list is below: Please email Hunter to let us know of additions or 
deletions. 

Bill and Gloria Brandli, Dorothy Fader, Lyndi Crane-Bigsby, Michelle 
and Andrew Zemore, Miriam and Paul Schaefer, Karen Crane 
Passerino, Katherine Smith, Evelyn Rodgers, Linda R Lee, Kathy 
King, Mark Jones, Betty Teal, Tyler and Lita Lumm, Doug, Earl 
Logan, Cliff Worstenholm, Jason Worstenholm, Jean Munro, Laura 
Welch-Smith, Sandra Gadsby Groth, Dot Sample, Alex Christopher, 
Jenny Johnson, Don and Liz Harbin, Kerry Evans, Greg Burke, Jon 
Kingen, Melissa Black, John McElwee, Ashley Dietz, Brian Rose, 
John Crouch. 

 Transition Report

Renovations are beginning! While we won't make our move 
at Easter as we'd hoped, we are excited to plan toward June 1.  

Community Partnership. We are also excited to announce 
that The M.A.D.E. Institute, with whom we often collaborate, 
is expected to move in with us, joining the Genesee County 
Hispanic Latino Collaborative, the Democracy Defense League, 
the Art at the Market artists' group, Wildroot Coffee, the John 
Bradford Bohl LGBTQ Community Choir and various 12-step 
groups, as part of our righteous Woodside village. This is going 
to be so good.

The Season of Lent
Ash Wednesday begins our Lenten journey each year, a 
season of reflection, of repentance (which really means 
"turning," like "choosing a new direction"). March 6, 
we'll gather at 6 pm for a service of holy communion 
and ashes, a mark on our foreheads with the haunting words 
"remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return."

Where we get the ashes: Some congregations burn the prior 
year's palms, from Palm Sunday. In this transition time, we do 
not have those. (Plus palms are really smokey to burn, as we 
vividly recall, with tears in our eyes.) 

In previous years, we have had a liturgical fire on the altar the 
Sunday before Ash Wednesday; while we will not do that this 
year, we will use that worship to begin our season of purging. 
Come to worship Sunday, and see what we mean.

Palm Sunday Readers' Theatre will also begin preparations 
for a dramatic chancel presentation on Palm Sunday, April 14. If 
you'd like to participate, let Tom know. 

Lenten Devotion Materials from the UCC are on order and 
will be available shortly for your personal use. The theme is 
Take Nothing With You, as we ponder what an unencumbered 
journey might look like.

Me & White Surpremacy.  Pastor Deb mentioned in worship 
that her Lenten discipline will be working through a 28-
day workbook on white supremacy. The workbook is a free 
download, written by a black woman for white people. If you'd 
like to do your own introspective work of racial reconciliation, 
you can find it here.

In The Community
Michigan Faith in Action Flint meets tonight, Thursday, 
Feb 28, at Ebenezer Ministries, 2130 Center Rd, Burton. We'll 
share a light meal at 5:30, then meet from 6-7:30 pm. Then, 
the public assembly is March 2, 10 am - 1 pm at Trinity A.M.E. 
Church, Lansing.

LGBTQ Community Choir rehearses at Woodside 7 pm 
Wednesdays. Bring your voice and your desire for good 
company. That's enough. 

mailto:info@woodsidechurch.net
www.woodsidechurch.net
mailto:jerryg%40woodsidechurch.net?subject=
mailto:jerryg%40woodsidechurch.net?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsD8_G55VNYUwPqmMD0kDeA
http://www.woodsidechurch.net
mailto:info%40woodsidechurch.net?subject=prayer%20list
https://www.meandwhitesupremacybook.com/book

