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In Our Congregation 
Congregational Meeting, April 14. Next Sunday, immediately 
after worship, we'll be holding a congregational meeting to 
consider a proposal relating to renovation financing. We hope 
that you will be able to join us.
Adult Forum. Beginning April 14, Woodside's Adult Forum will 
be reading James H. Cone's The Cross and the Lynching Tree, a 
theological examination of how two of the most emotionally-
charged symbols of the African American community are 
interminably connected to the history and  souls of black folk in 
America. We meet Sundays at 9:30am and books are available 
at the church..
Jim Crow Museum Trip, April 27. The Outreach and Social 
Action Committee is hosting a trip to the Jim Crow Museum in 
Big Rapids on Saturday, April 27. The trip will take place in the 
afternoon and will be followed by dinner and discussion. Please 
RSVP with Robin or Jay by April 14. 
Sharing Compassion. Following worship on April 28, we will 
be joined by our community partner, Leon El-Alamin of the 
M.A.D.E. Institute, who will walk us through how best to write 
to and connect with our incarcerated friends. Compassionate 
connection can make a difference, so join us.
The Ways We Help. Woodside's "minister's discretionary fund" 
allows us to assist folks at tenuous times in their lives—with 
rent, water or heat, medical expenses, transportation and 
things we can't predict. The fund is low. If you are able to make 
a special gift, just mark it "discretionary" and drop it by the 
office or in the offering and know that it does a world of good. 
Annual Report Preparations. Annual Report time is fast 
approaching so we'd ask that those of you who owe annual 
reports to the church office for inclusion, please submit them 
to Hunter as soon as possible. Thank you!

Observing Lent
Lenten Devotion Materials from the UCC are available for 
your personal use. The theme is Take Nothing With You, as we 
ponder what an unencumbered journey might look like. Check 
the back table; if we run out, we'll order more. No cost to you. 
Introspection about Racism for White People. This Sunday, 
Jamie, Leslie, and Robin will conclude their series of reflections 
on their participation in a program for white people called 
"Doing Our Own Work." Join us this Sunday, April 7, 12:30–1:30 
pm. Plan to linger over soup and snacks for good conversation. 
Just to help with food planning, please RSVP to Hunter.
Doing a lenten thing? If you're willing to share, drop a note to 
Pastor Deb and we'll print it in a subsequent issue of Woodside 
World. We're in it together.

Palm Sunday and Easter
Readers' Theatre for Palm Sunday. Tom is organizing a 
reading of the Passion Story for our worship April 14. If you'd 
like to be part of this, talk to Tom!
A Banner for Easter. This Sunday, we'll continue working 
together to paint a new banner. We'll have Tyvek, brushes and 
Easter paint colors on hand, set up in the worship area, on the 
table by the water machine. Join us and leave your mark on this 
new abstract worship addition. Thanks, Jamie, for organizing. 

Thinking of Summer
Summer Camp at Talahi! This UCC-related camp near Howell 
holds a lot of memories for Woodsiders and others, and we're 
always happy to help families make it possible. There are 
week-long camps for grades 3-12, mini-camps (3 nights) for K-3 
grades, weekend camps for young adults, transgender teens 
and their families, plus family camp.  If you wish to attend 
any of these camps, talk to Jamie on Sunday or call Karen at  
810-288-9036 by Monday, April 8, so that accomodations can 
be made. Thank you!

Greening our Lives 
Our Creation Justice Team is initiating the UCC's program called 52 Ways to 
Care for Creation; they'll include one idea each week here in Woodside World. 

This Week: Gardening as a Community
In cities across the country, churches and communities are using 
community gardening to serve a variety of purposes: to provide 
garden space for low income folk, to provide hands-on space for 
basic courses in gardening, home cooking and preserving food, 
to grow food designated for food banks and pantries, to offer 
garden space for homeless folk in the neighborhood, and to 
provide green space to those whose property does not allow it. 
We are in the business of repurposing our building and mission. 
How about our new property? A community garden offers 
sustaining ground by which we in the church can reach out to 
others and build a wider community. You can start a garden in 
your own backyard and share the fruit with neighbors, friends 
and strangers alike. In Biblical Greek, the word  "therapeuō," 
had 3 usages: to heal, to be closer to God, and to tend a garden. 
Perhaps with a community garden, you could discover all three 
at once.
Eco-Friendly Bags. There's still time to let us know if you 
would like some environmentally friendly cloth grocery bags, 
repurposed from our old muslin curtains and stenciled with a 
striking Woodside design! Tell us how many you'd like on the 
sign-in sheets in church or talk to Jamie, Leslie, Karen, Kendall, 
Liz, or Carla. 
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