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In Our Congregation 
A Security Warning. It appears as though Pastor Deb's work 
email, debc@woodsidechurch.net, was hacked. If you receive 
a message from that address, please be suspicious. Though 
Pastor Deb reads and receives all of the messages sent there, 
she rarely uses it to respond to folks. If you have any questions, 
feel free to call her at (502) 550-1236. 
Furthermore, Woodside will never ask you to donate money 
through a link in an email. We will occasionally send out 
information regarding donations via email, but we will always 
ask that you bring your contribution to the church, to the office, 
or make it through the giving link on our website. If you are 
ever in doubt of a communication you receive, please call the 
office or Pastor Deb, and let us know what's up. Thank you.

From the Outreach and Social Action Team. This week, four 
members of Woodside Church joined 22 organizations in co-
sponsoring, “Citizens For Prison Reform’s 8th Annual Legislative 
Day.” Over participants lifted up the following policy priorities 
being pushed for Michigan this year:  
Passage of Senate Bill 195 and 196, a bipartisan-sponsored 
bill that will establish a permanent Family Advisory Board 
by law.  A pilot board has been meeting quarterly with 
Michigan Department of Corrections Administration (MDOC) 
since 2015.  It has enabled family members and prisoners 
to submit concerns and help implement policy changes 
regarding visitations, communications, and treatment.

Move to limit solitary confinement to 15 days at a time and 
only for cases of a serious disciplinary violation.  Colorado, 
which adopted this policy in 2017, has seen a reduction of 
assaults, forced cell entries, and the use of heavy restraints 
decline by 40 percent.  The results of these reforms have 
been positive for both staff and prisoners. Research shows 
that housing someone in solitary for 22 or more hours per 
day for extended periods of time harms them both mentally 
and physically.

Remove restrictions on visits as punishment for misconducts.  
Administrative rules allow the MDOC Director to restrict visits 
as a form of punishment. Visitor restrictions for misconduct 
unrelated to a visit damages progress made toward family 
reunification.  It punishes the family—children, parents, 
spouses—and impedes reentry with family members upon 
release.

Our session was followed up by a lunch with legislators and 
office visits. We encourage all Woodsiders to go visit www.
micpr.org or the MICPR Facebook page here for more info.

—Jay Cummings, Leslie Cumming, Joe Eufinger, Clif Turner

Greening our Lives 
Our Creation Justice Team is initiating the UCC's program called 52 Ways to 
Care for Creation; they'll include one idea each week here in Woodside World.

This Week: Bring Your Own Doggy Bag One-time-use 
styrofoam containers at restaurants are easily replaceable 
with a reusable container brought from home. And the less 
styrofoam we can use in our lifetimes, the better for every 
living thing on the planet. 

Styrofoam (polystyrene) is particularly toxic to our planet. 
Polystyrene is actually just a type of plastic that is expanded 
into the foam material that we all know as "styrofoam" by 
infusing it with air, and it is this infusion that makes it a very 
dangerous part of the plastic problem in our oceans. 

Being 95% air, its buoyancy allows it to float down waterways, 
eventually making it to the ocean where it gets broken down 
into smaller pieces and ingested by marine life. Styrofoam 
sitting in landfills releases methane gases that have over 20 
times the ozone-destroying potency as CO2. Rogue styrofoam 
blows around easily, and ends up littering streets and beaches, 
clogging storm pipes, and harming animals.

Remember: the health of tomorrow's planet depends on what 
we toss out today, so this week's mission is to bring reusable 
containers to restaurants or cafeterias instead of taking home 
Styrofoam take-out containers or other disposables. You can 
leave one by the door, in your backpack, or in your car so 
that you remember it. Get up and do it now. Yup. Right now, 
because if you're like me, you'll forget next time you head out 
to eat! It's small changes like these that, over a lifetime, can 
make a world of difference. Though we have a lot of work to 
do, it's important to remember that it all starts with simple, 
compassionate changes made over and over again.

In Our Community
Achieving Equity Panel. Tuesday, June 11, 6 pm, Flint Public 
Library. A panel hosted by Bill Hammond on the opportunities 
we have to undo racism, white power, and white privilege.

Amazing Grace: The Lost Concert of Aretha Franklin.  
Made in 1972, this concert film was lost to technological and 
legal purgatory for nearly 50 years. Now, it has been restored 
and released. Directed by Sydney Pollack, recording Aretha 
Franklin performing what would become her best-selling 
album, this film will be screened at the Flint Institute of Arts, 
Friday and Saturday, June 7 and June 8, at 8:30pm, and Sunday, 
June 9, at 2 pm. 
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