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From the Pastor
If you’ve looked at the annual report, you’ve read that I’ve 
been blessed by involvement in all of our three denominations 
– the United Church of Christ, the American Baptist Churches 
USA, and the Alliance of Baptists this year. It is good to be in 
covenant with others, a breath of life to be among people who 
think deeply together, who join forces for righteous action, who 
share resources and lift one another up. 

Last week, I was in Washington DC for the annual gathering of 
the Alliance of Baptists, and I’ve been going over my notes.  

Among other things, we adopted formal Statements affirming 
Sex, Gender and Sexuality in all its richness, and denouncing 
holding Children in Detention, (available here); we signed 
postcards advocating voting rights and electoral reform; and 
we worshipped together three times (a Service of Disruption, 
a Service of Celebration, and a Service of Remembering), from 
which my favorite quote came from our friend, Rev. Wendell 
Griffen: “God wants everyone; yeah, them too.” 

We also discussed a proposed new Covenant and Mission. The 
Alliance was formed 30 years ago by some folks who thought 
(rightly) that the Southern Baptists had gone off the rails. These 
people and congregations wanted a safe place, a welcoming 
place, a place of theological integrity and mission clarity. Now, 
the denomination is growing up, and it seems good to ponder 
anew who we are. 

The proposed document is barely a page long, and you’re 
welcome to offer thoughts. (Find it here.) It calls worship 
primary in our life (which Woodside has also affirmed); it 
names the importance of respect and accountability; of safe 
space; and the work to dismantle white supremacy, poverty, 
and injustice of all stripes, and to hold the earth as sacred. I 
have a couple of issues with it, which I’ve raised, (Do we really 
value all voices?) and others have raised issues as well; but 
overall I think it is good. As I understand it, a final version will 
be presented at next year’s gathering.  

In considering the draft, we were asked to ponder in small 
circles: What sounds true? What sounds "off"? 

I was startled to realize in those discussions that I am being 
compelled to reconsider the meaning of baptism. I was, you 
may recall, raised, educated and ordained in a denomination 
that considers baptism a sacrament that makes an indelible 
mark on us, an entry into the reign of God, the foundation of  

“full membership.” I don’t use the word “salvation” all that 
much anymore, but baptism has long been central for me. 

In the proposed covenant, baptism is likewise central: 
“Transformed through baptismal waters, we freely gather to 
follow the way of Jesus.”

In our small group, I complimented this affirmation of the 
central place of baptism. But then… 

Then, a pastor I’d just met (and for whom I had developed almost 
instant respect), described his congregation – a congregation 
of folks from all kinds of faith traditions, refugees really, who 
weren’t really sure of religious rituals, who had been hurt by 
church and were just starting to piece it all back together. He 
thought emphasis on baptism was actually pretty unhelpful. 

The thing is, his description sounded so much like Woodside 
that I caught my breath and wondered if my theology of 
baptism is your theology of baptism – or whether it is even my 
theology of baptism anymore. 

I’m not sure it is. Baptism doesn’t make God love us more. It 
doesn’t make our worship and witness anymore valid, effective 
or real. And I can’t say I really resonate with the claim that 
baptism effects salvation, since “salvation” isn’t a concept I 
groove to these days. 

So, what is baptism? Still a membership rite, but beyond that? 
What if I don’t know? 

What I love about Woodside is that I don’t have to know. And 
figuring it out now doesn’t have to mean forever. I love that 
Woodside values questions, honors the questioners, even 
when the pastor is the one with questions. 

So I invite you to ponder with me. What does baptism mean 
here and now? 

Among the notes in the margins of my program book, I jotted the 
words of one speaker who called us all “foragers and trackers,” 
gatherings provisions to share, and following the trails blazed 
by others – as well as learning from those before us what to do 
when the trail ends. It is exactly this kind of church that gives 
me hope, gives me joy. 

I wish you’d been there. Maybe next year, you will. We’ll gather 
in Ft. Worth in late April. 

With them, with you, on a journey of faith... 

- pastor deb

https://allianceofbaptists.org/about/statements
https://allianceofbaptists.org/assets/uploads/FINALDRAFT.pdf
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 In Our Congregation 
Our Annual Meeting. Sunday, May 19, 12:45 pm, we 
will hold our 2019 Annual Meeting. After worship, we 
will meet in the sanctuary to receive reports, approve 
minutes, elect leadership, consider a resloution related 
to our relocation plan, and remember those we lost last 
year. We hope that you will be able to join us. The Book of 
Reports and agenda for the Annual Meeting are available 
in worship Sunday.

Easter Rolls On 
Fifty Days, or 49, really, we guess. The season of Easter 
lasts  seven weeks and takes us, day by day, to the fires of 
Pentecost on June 9. This Sunday, May 12, Deb preaches, 
"Really?" Join us as we continue to celebrate Easter, 11 
am, Sundays.

The Cross and the Lynching Tree. Meanwhile, 9:30 am 
Sundays, the Adult Forum continues its study of James 
Cone's important book considering the parallels of 
American lynching and Roman crucifixion, and the faith 
implications of both. Books are available in the office. 

Greening our Lives 
Our Creation Justice Team is initiating the UCC's program called 52 
Ways to Care for Creation; they'll include one idea each week here in 
Woodside World.

This Week: Buy a Plant for Your House or Garden

Haven't bought a Mother's Day gift yet? Surprise Mom 
with a flower, herb, or plant that bears fruit such as a 
tomato, pepper, or strawberries. Or honor her by planting 
something. 

You can also treat yourself to some lettuce plants for 
your garden or put them on your porch in a pot. You'll 
enjoy watching them grow and have the satisfaction of 
the tastiest homegrown salad 
ever. Invite your friends over 
and send them all home with 
their own garden or potted 
plant. 

Whatever you do, don't forget 
to tell folks you're doing your 
small part to love the earth!

In other denominational news: 

The UCC meets in “General Synod,” next month, the every-other-year national gathering to which Helena Singer and I will both be delegates 
representing Michigan Conference. Saturday, the delegation met in East Lansing. Each of us was tasked with presenting in 2 minutes one of several 
of the resolutions we'll be asked to consider. The notes below are cryptic and consist of Deb's notes from the meeting (without having read the 
resolutions themselves) and the Y or N from the delegate who presented the resolution on Saturday. There is, of course, a great deal to learn before 
final votes are cast. 

Private Prisons: A call to abolish private prisons. We support, but with a wish that it includes a vociferous condemnation of public 
prisons as well, since private prisons are only a small part of the problem.

Ecumenical Partnership with the United Evangelical Church of Puerto Rico: This sounds good on the surface, but 
then we learn that the IEUPR left the UCC in 2005 when the UCC affirmed a statement on marriage equality. We do not support. 

Global Forced Migration: Calls the church's attention to nearly 70 million people around the world who are refugees, the 
situation worsened by a growing nationalism among despotic leaders (including our own). It mostly urges congregations to know 
more about the situation, and is overall a weak resolution. But we support, and hope it can gain teeth in committee. 

Preventing Nuclear War: Calls the UCC to step up its historical anti-nuclear work, and advocates reassigning the "power of the 
launch codes" away from the president or any one person. We support. 

Plastic Foam: Calls the church to eliminate non-biodegradable plastic foam in all its forms and brand names. We support, though 
we wish it spoke to national policy and not just church use. 

Stewardship of Exhibit Space: asserts that the tables in our General Synod should be available only to groups whose mission 
aligns with UCC core values; specifically names anti-LGBTQ groups as those who should be denied exhibit space. (This resolution was 
written by Pr Deb and Jay, and submitted by Michigan Conference.) We support, though we know it will be a hard sell. 

On other issues, we also support resolutions: Supporting Survivors of Sexual Assault through congregation education, safety and 
advocacy; Deploring Racial Bigotry/Denouncing Violence, calling for religious cooperation, and a denunciation of Islamophobia, 
and an end to white supremacy; requiring a move to Non-Binary Gender Language in the by-laws of the UCC; and Forming A New 
Conference by combining Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island. (No small feat, as the Massachusetts Conference exists by 
charter from a king of England hundreds of years ago. Several lawyers over 5 years have created the terms for this merger!) 

Because of devils, details, and possible hidden agenda, we need more information on these resolutions: Covenantal Autonomy and 
Local Church Oversight, requiring more accountability from congregations in UCC (seems to relate to anti-gay congregations); Jesus 
Says Follow Me, which calls for a renewed emphasis on following Jesus, but could be almost anything; Opioid Addiction, and a call 
for Congressional Hearings on Violence. 

We'll keep you posted! Synod meets June 21-25 in Milwaukee. Want to read the resolutions for yourself? Go here.

mailto:info@woodsidechurch.net
www.woodsidechurch.net
https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019/Resolutions

