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In Our Congregation 
Pardon Application of Jamie Meade. The second page 
of this week's issue is a letter written by Pastor Deb in 
support of our friend Jamie Meade's application for 
pardon or commutation of sentence. Jamie, who joined 
Woodside as a member on Easter, has encouraged us 
by his words, actions, and attitudes for many years now. 
Today, we hope that we might do the same. We ask that 
those of you who have had the privilege of getting to 
know Jamie write a letter of your own to be presented to 
the Parole Board. We hope these letters will illustrate the 
character of our friend to those deliberating and guide 
their way toawrd grace and mercy. If you are able, please 
send your completed letters to Hunter, and he will ensure 
their delivery. Thank you. 
Woodside Lunch Outings. On Sunday, August 18, 
let's get together after church and have lunch! A 
small group of folks did this last month so that Jamie 
could try Indian food, and had such a good time that 
we want to do it again. Location suggestions are 
requested. All are invited! Get in touch with Jamie at  
(810) 287-8308 for your RSVPs and restaurant ideas. 
Putting Tubman on the Twenty. You may know there’s 
been a movement to get Harriet Tubman’s face on the 
$20 bill, rather than Andrew Jackson, best known for his 
eradication of Indigenous tribes in the American South. 
Since official action is not forth-coming, folks are taking 
matters into their own hands. We have now obtained a 
stamp with Tubman’s face, and are joining the resistance 
by marking every $20 bill we encounter. If you’d like to 
participate, bring your bills to worship Sunday. 
Ushers, Servers, Readers. If you are interested in being 
included in the teams of volunteers that serve as our 
ushers, communion servers, and liturgical readers for 
Sunday services, please call or email Hunter this week at 
(810) 767-4911 or hunterm@woodsidechurch.net.
Sign Up For Text Alerts. For some time now, we have 
been using text alerts to share Woodside World and 
special service information in a convenient way. We will 
also be using our text alerts to announce ongoing events 
and to fill the information gap as Woodside World is 
published bi-weekly this summer. To keep up with what's 
going on, sign up here. 

Greening our Lives 
Our Creation Justice Team is initiating the UCC's program called 52 Ways to 
Care for Creation; they'll include one idea each week here in Woodside World.

Reuse: You don't have to use it Just Once, Right? 
What disposable items in your life could you replace with 
a reusable option? Do you use cloth napkins or paper?  
Do you have a reusable water bottle or disposable? Do 
you use cleaning wipes or cloths? Do you pack your lunch 
in plastic bags or in reusable containers? It's time to make 
more from single-use plastics:
• When the box of cereal is empty, save the inner bag, 

wash, dry and cut to wrap sandwiches. 
• Use a cereal liner bag to crush up crackers, cereal, nuts 

and more without making a mess. Cereal liner bags 
are thicker than regular ziplock bags, which makes it 
less likely that any sharp bits will tear through it.

• Save old toothbrushes to scrub hard to reach places, 
like grout and underneath the fixtures on faucets.

• Use a vegetable mesh bag as a scrubber for cleaning 
jobs around the house. Just wad it up and use it to 
scrub dishes, countertops, and more.

• Don’t toss out old towels, clothes and bedding. Cut 
them up into washable cleaning rags. Or bring them 
to a local  animal shelter that will be glad to put them 
to good use and give animals a soft, warm place to sit.

• Donate used plastic bags (without rips or tears) to 
local businesses who need bags like thrift stores, 
libraries, or animal shelters.

• Use egg cartons as packing materials by lining the 
bottom of a box. Add them to the top of the package 
before sealing. 

• Reuse old aluminum foil by judging whether it is clean 
enough to use again.

On a related note you can add this book to your summer 
reading list:

The Story of Stuff by Annie Leonard tracks the life of 
the stuff we use every day—where our cotton T-shirts, 
laptop computers, and aluminum cans come from, how 
they are produced, distributed, and 
consumed, and where they go when 
we throw them out. Pick it up and 
consider the path and impact of our 
consumptive systems.
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Office of the Parole Board
Pardons & Commutations Coordinator
Michigan Department of Corrections
PO Box 30003
Lansing, MI 48909

To the Parole Board: 

I am writing on behalf of Jamie L. Meade, #A232516, to lend my voice to his application for pardon or commutation of sentence. 

I have visited and corresponded with Jamie over these five and half years since I was called to serve as pastor in Flint, referred to him by the 
Director of the Putter-Davis Scholarship Program, a long-time professional and personal acquaintance. Which means that the very first things 
I knew about Jamie related to his academic initiatives and his quest for education. I have been impressed by his drive to achieve, not to let 
this time in his life add up to so many wasted years. Jamie is an inspiration in his commitment to a useful and satisfying future, despite the 
abysmally poor judgment and circumstances of his youth that landed him in prison. 

At Easter, Jamie became a member of this congregation, and has found support and encouragement from the other members. He corresponds 
with individuals, has written for our newsletter, and encourages us by his words, actions and attitude. In recent weeks, he has asked that we 
add to our prayer list (read aloud in weekly worship) the name of someone he knows to be troubled. I am moved by his care for others. 

Jamie, in the time I’ve known him, has never played down nor discounted his role in the crime for which he is imprisoned; to the contrary, 
he has recognized – and to my estimation, repented for – his part, and has sought to create a life that is a contribution to the society he once 
harmed. His efforts have extended beyond his own interests, to the reform of a criminal justice system and the well-being of those with whom 
he is incarcerated. He, plainly, inspires others to be better, to do better. I can well imagine him free in the world, teaching, advocating, inspiring 
a generation of creative minds – perhaps folks who never imagined they had much of a future at all. 

In recent months, Jamie and I have discussed his vocation and spiritual life. While he has intended a career in teaching, perhaps in law,  he also 
finds himself drawn to another, not unrelated, vocation — ordained ministry. There are very many clergy-lawyers, and I could well imagine 
Jamie doing both, committed as he is to goals he sets. While a law license may be unavailable to him due to his criminal record, ministry holds 
no such barrier. 

In the United Church of Christ, movement toward professional ministry begins with congregational endorsement, which Jamie has from 
Woodside. I have helped forge a relationship for him with Chicago Theological Seminary, where professors and administrators are working to 
address logistical issues and get him enrolled in a Master of Divinity degree program, the degree for professional ministry. He has indicated to 
me that, whether he is released or not, he experiences joy and satisfaction in helping others find peace and quell fear. I see that in him, and 
affirm this direction. I have spoken with the chaplain at his current setting, who has also expressed support of this development. As a minister, 
as a teacher, I believe he has a great deal to add to any conversation about the wholeness of our world. 

Life is hard. It is challenging, even when every advantage awaits at our doorstep. But it is all the more difficult when barriers and burdens 
impede our hopes and threaten our dreams. Despite that, I have never heard Jamie place blame beyond himself for his incarceration, never 
known him not to take full responsibility. I am inspired myself by Jamie’s energy and personal investment in a better future, and hope this Board 
can see its way to commute his sentence and let him live into the future he has been building. As often as prison fails, Jamie is perhaps the 
model of what we hope it can accomplish; he has grown into a man I would be pleased to have as a neighbor and colleague. 

I thank you for your consideration, as I, with Jamie and others, await word of your grace and mercy. 

Thank you. 

Rev. Deborah D. Conrad, EdD
Senior Minister
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