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In Our Congregation 
Woodside Lunch Outings. On Sunday, August 18, 
let's get together after church and have lunch! A 
small group of folks did this last month so that Jamie 
could try Indian food, and had such a good time that 
we want to do it again. Location suggestions are 
requested. All are invited! Get in touch with Jamie at  
(810) 287-8308 for your RSVPs and restaurant ideas.
Woodside Church Mission Fair will take place on 
September 8. This will be a great opportunity to discover  
new, meaningful ways to be involved in the congregation, 
so save the date.
Our Dear Friend Rev. Dr. S.C. Campbell Lovett, the UCC-
Michigan Conference Minister, announced last week that 
he would be retiring at the end of this year. Campbell has 
been a blessing to us here at Woodside and we want to 
thank him and celebrate his work. He will be joining us in 
worship on Sunday, November 8.
We Are Informed that John Crouch's brother-in-law, 
Rudy Dawkins, has passed away. We will keep John and 
Toni's family in our prayers. 

In Our Community 
Human Trafficking Task Force. 3rd Monday of every 
month, 9:30 am, Genesee County Offices, 630 Saginaw 
St., 2nd floor: an alliance of organizations bringing 
awareness of human trafficking. All are welcome. Free 
parking available at First Presbyterian Church.
3 Million Could Lose SNAP Benefits. The USDA is 
attempting to deprive about 3 million people of food 
stamps simply by removing access from those households 
with, "savings and other assets." Sen. Stabenow has this 
to say: "This proposal is yet another attempt by this 
Administration to circumvent Congress and make harmful 
changes to nutrition assistance that have been repeatedly 
rejected on a bipartisan basis. This rule would take food 
away from families, prevent children from getting school 
meals, and make it harder for states to administer food 
assistance." The 60 day comment period on the proposed 
change has opened and, after the comment period 
ends and the department considers the comments, the 
proposal will be approved or denied. You can read the full 
proposal here and submit a public comment here. 

Greening our Lives 
Our Creation Justice Team is initiating the UCC's program called 52 Ways to 
Care for Creation; they'll include one idea each week here in Woodside World.

Figure out your Water Footprint. Get your family 
together and use the calculator here to find out how your 
lifestyle impacts the rest of the world. Once you know 
just how big your water footprint is, what can you do to 
make a difference? Consider some of these:
1. Eat less meat! Beef is one of the most water-intensive 

proteins. Pig farming, too, is massively detrimental to 
the environment. Even disregarding the water cost 
of "production," the toxic fecal and chemical waste 
runoff that results from that many animals on such 
a confined plot of land consistenly and purposefully 
spreads into and poisons the air, land, and water 
surrounding farm sites.  Eating less meat is good for 
the environment in so many ways.

2. Cut down on sugar. Drinking a bottle of cola actually 
consumes around two or three bathtubs full of water. 
Growing sugar cane uses a lot of water (and often 
water-polluting pesticides too), not to mention the 
water that goes into producing plastic packaging.

3. Eat less processed food. Water is required at every 
stage of food production—refining, processing, 
canning, packaging. Fresher food means less water, 
sugar, salt, preservatives and chemicals.

4. Buy quality, not quantity. The clothes we wear and 
goods we purchase use huge amounts of freshwater. 
Cotton fabrics and denim jeans are particularly 
greedy, but when made well are still a better choice  
than those made with synthetic, plastic materials, 
which effect water quality (leather/animal-based 
fabrics also create problems: see number 1). Buy well-
made clothes and homegoods that are intended to 
last, rather than huge amounts of cheaply-produced 
items that will need to be replaced.

The responsibility for cutting back on water consumption 
shouldn't just lay with consumers. For people to make 
informed decisions, businesses need to be transparent 
about their processes, and governments need to be 
intentional and forward-thinking about regulations. 
When information is available on how production impacts 
the water system, consumers make informed, safe 
choices, and when governments install legal water-saving 
regulations, businesses are incentivised and obligated to 
follow suit. Encourage your representatives to support 
and create these measures, and shop accordingly.
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