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In Our Congregation 
Woodside Church Mission Fair will take place on 
September 8. This will be a great opportunity to discover  
new, meaningful ways to be involved in the congregation, 
so save the date. If you would like to know more, contact 
Jamie Schmidt at (810) 287-8308.
The M.A.D.E. Institute is opening two new transition 
houses in Flint. These spaces provide support for 
successful community reentry, family reunification, and 
individual healing. M.A.D.E. needs donations to stock 
these homes with essential items. Literature with the 
list of needed items and more information about the 
program is available in the sanctuary here at Woodside.
The Ways We Help. Woodside's Minister's Discretionary 
Fund allows us to assist folks at tenuous times in their 
lives with rent, water, utilities, medical expenses, 
transportation and things we can't predict. Currently, 
the fund is low. If you are able to make a special gift, just 
mark it "Discretionary" and drop it by the office or in the 
offering plate. And know that it does a world of good. 
Woodside Lunch Outing. This Sunday, August 18, 
let's get together after church and have lunch! A 
small group of folks did this last month so that Jamie 
could try Indian food, and had such a good time that 
we want to do it again. Location suggestions are 
requested. All are invited! Get in touch with Jamie at  
(810) 287-8308 for your RSVPs and restaurant ideas.
Woodside Poetry Group will meet next Wednesday, 
August 21, at 12 pm. If you have an interest in poetry as 
a writer, reader, or newcomer, join us. All are welcome.
Woodside Building Dedication will be held on Sunday, 
November 10, after worship. Campbell Lovett will join us.  
We hope you will too.
Thank you, Wildroot Coffee! Wildroot is no longer with 
us here at Wooside. We are revamping and considering 
appropriate ways to reach out to our new community. 
Watch this space for more on that soon.
Our Mailing Address remains P.O. Box 1109, Flint, MI 
48501, and will for the forseeable future. If you need to 
mail any item to the church, please be sure to send it to 
our post office box, not to our Garland Street location.

In Our Denomination 
UCC Michigan Conference Annual Meeting will take 
place on Friday and Saturday, October 11 and 12, at 
the First Congregational Church of Kalamazoo. More 
information regarding themes, registration, schedule, 
and accomodations available here. Contact Hunter if you 
wish to attend. 
Covenant Association Newsletter You may wonder 
why the Covenant Association Newsletter was emailed 
to you earlier this week. Jay, Kendall, and Deb have all 
accepted positions of leadership within the association, 
and want to emphasize and empower congregational 
engagement, so at the start of each month, we will share 
the newsletter and encourage you to review. If you have 
anything that you'd like to have published (letters to the 
editor, announcements, classifieds), feel free to email 
them to Deb before the first of each month under the 
heading, "Covenant News," and she will see that it gets 
included.

Greening our Lives 
Our Creation Justice Team is initiating the UCC's program called 52 Ways to 
Care for Creation; they'll include one idea each week here in Woodside World.
Conserve "Fresh" Water; Use Greywater. Greywater is 
water that has been "gently" used but is not necessarily 
contaminated, like dishwashing water, handwashing 
water, shower water, and cooking water to water plants.  
If greywater is released into rivers, lakes, or estuaries, 
its nutrients become pollutants, but to plants, they are 
valuable fertilizer.
Greywater is different from fresh water and requires 
different guidelines to be reused:

• Don’t store greywater more than 24 hours. If you 
store greywater, the nutrients in it begin to break 
down and result in bad odors.

• Infiltrate greywater into the ground. Don’t allow it 
to pool up or run off. Knowing how well water drains 
into your soil or the soil percolation rate of your soil 
will help with proper design. Pooling greywater can 
create mosquito breeding grounds.

Visit this link to learn more about greywater and the 
sort of systems you can install at home and in the 
garden, to utilize and conserve!
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